Semen pH Summer x 6.8 ± 0.1 a x 6.8 ± 0.1 a Autumn x 6.8 ± 0.1 a x 6.9 ± 0.2 a Winter x 6.8 ± 0.3 a x 6.8 ± 0.3 a Spring x 6.7 ± 0.2 a x 6.7 ± 0.2 a Table 2 Mean (±S.D.) macroscopic seasonal variation in semen volume, colour and pH, following the use of the artificial vagina and electro-ejaculator semen collection techniques in rams for the entire observation period a,b Means in the same row with different superscripts differ significantly (P<0.05).
x,y,z Means in a column with different superscripts differ significantly (P<0.05).
Results

Figure 1
Mean monthly sperm concentration (x10⁶ sperm/mL) recorded in Dorper rams, using the artificial vagina (AV) or electro-ejaculator (EE) semen collection techniques for a 12-month period. 
Results
Conclusions
• Both techniques of semen collection yielded semen from Dorper rams throughout the year • Artificial vagina generally yielded better quality semen -more acceptable method of semen collection • Semen of better quality recorded during summer autumn and spring. Winter is a limiting factor to semen quality in the Dorper • Dorper less seasonal in terms of spermatogenesis compared to other breeds • High quality semen (concentration, sperm motility, percentage live sperm) crucial for AI and semen cryopreservation
